74	you can't be too careful
right whatever to ask. If you wanted to communicate with me
I should have thought it would have been possible to employ
some more acceptable intermediary.   I gathered from this
agent of yours that you wish to trace your young friend my
ward Edward Albert Tewler.   Letters sent to his former
address had it seems gone astray and been returned. He is in
excellent health and making satisfactory progress with his
studies, more particularly in Elementary French, commercial
correspondence and Scripture.   His cricket also has greatly
improved.  He has asked me to tell you on his behalf how
much he appreciated the beautiful wreath you sent when his
mother passed over to her peace among God's chosen.  He
felt her loss very keenly, but I hope and pray it may prove a
blessing in disguise for him, turning his mind to those deeper
things in life, to which he has hitherto been somewhat in-
attentive. I do not know whether you are aware that like his
parents he is a Peculiar Baptist and that under the guidance of
our dear wise pastor, Mr Burlap, he is now preparing to
become a full member of our little church.   He is greatly
preoccupied with these matters and I think it is very undesir-
able that he should be distracted.  I shall prefer it if you will
deal directly with me henceforth and not tnrougn a hired
investigator.
" Sincerely yours,
" abner myame,
" A.C.P. Member by Examination of London University."
" That hired investigator seems to have put him through a
bit of a grilling, and he seems to have answered a lot of questions
he needn't have done, before he realised what he was doing.
Ah! here's the young sleuth's report. Quite an intelligent
report too. Keyhole and Sludge—I know a thing or two about
Keyhole and Sludge. It must be quite a change for them to be
fishing in clean water. So Chadband is guardian and trustee
and practically everything. He seems to be in a pretty strong
position,"
" Chadband ? I should have thought it was Squeers we had
to deal with."

